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When MJH was established as an academic and scientific publication of St. Paul's Hospital 

Millennium Medical College, the vision was clear: to create a rigorous, accessible platform for 

health research that would serve Ethiopia, Africa, and the global community. Today, as I reflect 

on MJH journey from a college publication to a nationally accredited, continentally indexed, 

diamond open access journal, we stand at an exhilarating crossroads. This editorial traces the 

evolution, celebrates the milestones, and charts the ambitious path forward as a beacon of 

equitable scholarly communication. 

The Journey to National Accreditation: The past decade has witnessed a remarkable 

transformation in Ethiopia's scholarly publishing landscape. For decades, Ethiopian local 

journals received little or no recognition, operating in the shadow of Eurocentric publication 

systems that dominate global indices. The Directive on Establishing and Implementing a 

National System of Journal Evaluation and AccreditationDirective No: Research 02.2019, 

issued in September 2019, was the first to institute a recognition system at the national level. 

This directive defined quality requirements for determining the reputability of local journals, with 

the aim of identifying, recognizing, and guiding excellence in journal publishing (1). Since then, 

six rounds of evaluations have been undertaken by the ministry over the past six years, leading 

to the national accreditation of 71 local journals. Many of these journals acknowledge the 

increasing output that comes with accreditation and the interest of local authors in readily 

contributing to recognized publications. In June 2025, the ministry issued the Revised Guideline 

for Evaluation and Accreditation of Research Journals Published in Ethiopia, further promoting 

the profile of local journals.. MJH is proud to be among this distinguished cohort of nationally 

accredited journals. This accreditation is more than a formal recognition—it affirms that MJH 

meets rigorous national standards for peer review, ethical conduct, editorial governance, and 

publication quality. It signals to authors, readers, and institutions that manuscripts published in 

MJH have undergone a robust peer-review process and uphold the highest ethical standards. It 

places MJH within a growing ecosystem of accredited Ethiopian journals that are reshaping the 

research culture and contributing to the visibility of locally produced knowledge.  
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The Journey to Inclusion in the Continental and Global 

Scholarly Landscape: Recognition at the national level was 

an essential first step. But scholarly impact transcends borders. 

MJH inclusion in Ethiopian Journals Online (EJOL)—hosted by 

Addis Ababa University—has provided a vital platform for 

increasing the visibility of Ethiopian scholarship. The objective 

of EJOL is to provide a platform to publish local journals online 

using Open Journals System (OJS) so as to increase 

participating journals' visibility and to convey research through 

open access. 

The platform, which hosts 22 journals, has emerged as a 

leading tool for no-fee open access publishing in Ethiopia, 

raising the visibility of Ethiopian journals internationally. EJOL 

is freely available to all locally published open access journals 

in Ethiopia, providing hosting, training, technical support, and 

DOIs (2). Even more significantly, MJH is now indexed in 

African Journals Online (AJOL)—the world's largest online 

collection of journals published in Africa, peer-reviewed 

scholarly journals. AJOL provides free online hosting for over 

650 peer-reviewed journals from 31 African countries, using 

open-source software. AJOL's partner journals cover the full 

range of academic disciplines, with particularly strong sections 

on health, agriculture, and African studies. Since 1998, AJOL 

has worked to make African research accessible to African 

researchers and to the rest of the world. Journals published 

from developing countries are still largely excluded from the 

major commercial indexing companies based in the developed 

Global North; as a result, African research is often invisible. 

AJOL directly addresses this invisibility by increasing online 

visibility, access, and use of journals published in African 

research output (3). For MJH, AJOL indexing means our 

research is now discoverable alongside the best scholarship 

the continent has to offer. It connects our authors to a 

continental network of researchers, enhances our credibility, 

and increases the global visibility of Ethiopian health research. 

These achievements—national accreditation, EJOL inclusion, 

and AJOL indexing—represent milestones in MJH's evolution 

from a local publication to a recognized contributor to African 

health scholarship. 

The Diamond Open Access Promise: Yet recognition and 

visibility, however vital, are not enough to fulfill our core 

mission. A journal can be nationally accredited and 

internationally indexed, but if its contents are gated behind 

paywalls or its authors are deterred by exorbitant processing 

fees, its impact remains fundamentally constrained. True 

scholarly publication impact demands something more 

profounda commitment to equity, accessibility, and the 

democratization of knowledge. MJH charges no fees to authors 

and readers. We are a diamond open access journal. Diamond 

open access means that journals do not charge any fees for 

publishing or reading articles. It represents a paradigm shift in 

scholarly communication—one that challenges the growing 

marketization of research dissemination and offers a non-

commercial, community driven alternative. Unlike gold open 

access, where article processing charges can create prohibitive 

barriers for researchers in low-resource settings, diamond open 

access removes financial obstacles entirely. It is a model 

rooted in equity, scholar-led governance, and institutional 

support. Across Africa, the diamond open access movement is 

gaining momentum, strengthen no-fee open access publishing 

implemented by Electronic Information for Libraries (EIFL) and 

AJOL with funding from Wellcome (4). The African Journals 

Initiative, launched in 2025 by Pluto Journals and African 

Books Collective, is working with a growing community of no-

fee diamond open access journals based in African 

universities. Globally, major initiatives such as Developing 

Institutional Open Access Publishing Models to Advance 

Scholarly Communication (DIAMAS) and Creating a Robust 
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Accessible Federated Technology for Open Access (CRAFT 

OA) are developing standards, tools, and infrastructure to 

support diamond journals worldwide. The DIAMAS project 

focuses on institutional diamond open access publishing that is 

free to read and free to publish, aiming to define the diamond 

OA publishing landscape and support it through the 

development of standards and toolkits. The European Diamond 

Capacity Hub was developed by the DIAMAS and CRAFT OA 

projects to advance diamond open access publishing across 

Europe (5). For MJH, diamond open access is not merely a 

business model. It is a statement of values. It means that 

researchers from Ethiopian universities, African institutions, 

and low-income countries can publish without worrying about 

financial barriers. It means that students, clinicians, 

researchers, policymakers, and community health workers 

anywhere in the world can read without paywalls. It means that 

knowledge flows freely—from the Global South to the Global 

North and back again—unencumbered by commercial 

interests. 

 

Navigating Challenges on the Diamond Open Access Path: 

Aspiring to be a diamond open access platform is not without 

its challenges. A recent EIFL survey of 149 diamond open 

access journals in Africa revealed that 75% cited financial 

constraints as their biggest challenge, and nearly half reported 

a shortage of human resources. Diamond open access journals 

are often too reliant on unpaid      academic labor and the 

goodwill of university libraries to remain financially sustainable 

(4). Sustainability remains a central concern for diamond 

journals globally, and the picture is far from uniform. The 

revised national accreditation guidelines issued in June 2025 

demand higher technical standards—standards we welcome, 

but which also require continued investment. The new directive 

contains detailed content about application processes, 

evaluation criteria, accreditation rating and scores, journal 

ranking, and ethical standards. Meeting these elevated 

standards while maintaining no-fee model requires creativity, 

institutional support, and strategic partnerships. Yet these 

challenges are also opportunities. The global movement toward 

diamond open access is creating new funding mechanisms, 

partnerships, and infrastructures. The no-fee open access 

publishing initiatives in Africa—implemented by EIFL and 

AJOL—provides a model for how diamond journals can receive 

grant support to enhance quality and sustainability (6, 7). As a 

diamond journal in Africa, MJH is well-positioned to benefit 

from and contribute to these initiatives. 

 

As Editor-in-Chief, I see a future for MJH that is ambitious, 

inclusive, and transformative. First, we will deepen our 

commitment to quality. National accreditation and AJOL 

indexing are not endpoints but foundations. We will continue to 

strengthen peer-review processes, expand editorial board with 

diverse expertise, and uphold the highest ethical and 

methodological standards. We will embrace the elevated 

technical requirements of the revised accreditation guidelines 

as opportunities for improvement rather than burdens. Second, 

we will expand MJH reach. We aim to increase MJH visibility in 

additional indexing databases, explore partnerships with 

African and international research networks, and ensure that 

the research we publish reaches those who need it most—

policymakers, practitioners, and communities. The growth of 

EJOL as a leading tool for no-fee open access publishing in 

Ethiopia provides a strong foundation for this expansion. Third, 

we will champion diamond open access as a model for African 

scholarly publishing. We will share our experience, advocate 

for institutional support for no-fee journals, and contribute to the 

growing conversation about sustainable, equitable publishing 

on the continent.  
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The African Journals Initiative and similar efforts demonstrate 

that there is a vibrant community of diamond open access 

journals across Africa. MJH will be an active participant in this 

movement. Fourth, we will embrace innovation. From preprint 

servers to data sharing, from AI-assisted editorial tools to 

enhanced discoverability, we will leverage technology to 

improve the author and reader experience while staying true to 

MJH values. The OJS platform that powers EJOL provides a 

flexible foundation for these innovations. Finally, we will remain 

rooted in MJH mission. MJH exists to advance health research 

in clinical medicine, public health, biomedical sciences, global 

health, and the social determinants of health. MJH scope 

reflects the interconnected challenges of health in Ethiopia, 

Africa, and the world. Every article we publish is a contribution 

to better health outcomes, stronger health systems, and more 

equitable societies. 

 

A Call to the Community: The journey of MJH—from a 

college publication to a nationally accredited, continentally 

indexed, diamond open access journal—has been made 

possible by the dedication of our editorial board, the trust of 

authors, the rigor of reviewers, and the support of St. Paul's 

Hospital Millennium Medical College.  But the journey is far 

from complete. I invite researchers, clinicians, and scholars 

from across Ethiopia, Africa, and the world to join MJH. Submit 

your best work. Review for MJH. Cite MJH articles. Share MJH 

vision. Together, we can build a journal that not only reflects 

the excellence of health research but also advances the cause 

of open, equitable, and accessible knowledge for all. The 

Millennium Journal of Health has earned its place among 

Ethiopia's accredited journals and Africa's indexed publications. 

Now, as a diamond open access journal, MJH is poised to lead 

the way toward a more just and inclusive future for scholarly 

publishing. The path is clear. The time is now. 
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